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SUBJECT: REPORT OF SUDANESE SEIZURE OP ETHIOPIAN TOWN 

REF A. STATE 152857 B. OSLO 3081 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVED PIRST REPORTS OP BEGI INCIDENT FROM 
AMERICAN MISSIONARY SOURCES STATIONED IN ASOSA, SOME 50 
MILES NORTH OF BEGI, TO EPPECT THAT BEGI HAD BEEN OCCUPIED 
JUNE 27 BY "HOSTILE ELEMENTS", WHICH APPARENTLY HAD COME 
OVER BORDER FROM SUDAN. MISSIONARY IN ASOSA WAS CONCERNED 
POR HIS PAMILY'S SAPETY BECAUSE OP ADDITIONAL REPORTS 

THAT OCCUPYING PORCE INTENDED TO MOVE NORHT TOWARDS 
BOMBASHI, WHICH HAVE CUT ROAD FROM ASOSA TO ADDIS ABABA. 

2. WHILE THERE WAS NO HARD INFORMATION AS TO IDENTITY 
OP OCCUPYING FORCE, MISSIONARIES PIRST ASSUMED THAT EDU 
INVOLVED. LATER, HOWEVER, EMBASSY LEARNED THAT NORWEIGIAN 
MISSIONARY NEAR BEGI HAD RADIOED TO HIS PARENT ORGANIZATION 
IN ADDIS THAT "UNIFORMED TROOPS PROM SUDAN" HAD 
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ENTERED HIS MISSION JUNE 28, TOLD HIM HE WOULD NOT 
BE HARMED IF HE AND HIS PAMILY STAYED PUT, APPROPRIATED 
TWO TRUCKS WHICH HAVE SINCE BEEN RETURNED, AND GAVE 
SOME INDICATION THAT THEY PLANNED TO MOVE ON BOMBASHI. 

MISSIONARY ALSO REPORTED HEAVY FIRING COMING FROM 
DIRECTION OP BEGI MORNING OF JUNE 28. 
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3. TROOPS APPARENTLY DID NOT SAY THEY WERE SUDANESE, 

MAY NOT EVEN HAVE SPOKEN ARABIC, BUT NORWEGIAN MAY 
HAVE ASSUMED THEY WERE SUDANESE BECAUSE THEY WERE IN 
UNIEORM. IT IS PRESUMABLY THIS MISSIONARY'S REPORT 
WHICH HAS PROMPTED REUTER'S STORY AND OTHER PRESS 
ACCOUNTS. WE HAVE RECEIVED NO CONEIRMATION OE INCIDENT 
EROM ETHIOPIAN SOURCES, BUT ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE THAT 
BEGI WAS INDEED AT LEAST TEMPORARILY IN HOSTILE HANDS. 

NORWEGIAN MISSION ADDIS HAS SINCE LEARNED THAT LOCAL 
ETHIOPIAN PEASANTS' ASSOCIATION MAY HAVE MEANWHILE 
REGAINED CONTROL OE TOWN. IN ANY EVENT WE CONSIDER IT 
EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT SUDANESE WERE DIRECTLY INVOLVED. 

4. THERE ARE NO ETHIOPIAN ARMY UNITS IN WESTERN WOLLEGA 
REGION, AND TOWNS ARE DEEENDED ONLY BY POLICE AND LOCALLY 
RECRUITED MILITIA, SINCE REGION HAS BEEN ONE OE QUIETEST 

IN ETHIOPIA FOR SOME TIME. NORWEGIAN MISSION NEVERTHELESS 
HAS BEGUN PULLING ALL OP ITS EIGHT MISSIONARIES OUT OP 
ETHIOPIA POR SECURITY REASONS. 
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